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Clay pipes have been used in this country from the late sixteenth century onwards and were made and 
exported all around the World in huge numbers.  They had a short life expectancy and, once broken, were 
of no further use and discarded.  Pipe fragments survive well in the ground and they can be accurately 
dated from their form and decoration.  Furthermore, many pipes are marked, which allows them to be 
traced back to their individual manufacturers.  Most pipes were produced locally in small, family run 
workshops using regional styles and different shapes and qualities were produced for different markets.  
These factors make pipes one of the most common and useful artefacts to be found on archaeological 
sites.  Pipe fragments not only produce accurate dating material but also valuable information about trade 
and social status.  Many pipes were also ornately decorated making them interesting objects to collect in 
their own right.  These characteristics make pipes a fascinating fi eld of study, with a wealth of avenues 
to explore.
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The Society for Clay Pipe Research was founded in 1984 to provide a forum for all those with an interest 
in the study of clay tobacco pipes.  One of the principal aims of the Society is to encourage the exchange of 
news and information between researchers, which is principally done through the Newsletter, an A5 booklet 
of around 40-60 pages in length that the Society publishes twice a year.  The Newsletter is packed full of 
notes and articles on pipes and related topics from around the World as well as news and information, lists 
of pipemakers, queries, requests for information and details of meetings and publications.  The Society 
also circulates a list of members to facilitate contact between individuals and it holds an annual two-day 
conference, which is held in a different part of the United Kingdom each year.

The annual conference usually comprises one day of lectures on local pipemakers and / or recent 
research and the second day with a fi eld trip to visit local sites of pipemaking or historic interest.  
There are usually displays of material for viewing and articles / offprints for sale as well as a 
conference dinner where delegates can socialise and exchange information.

Membership of the Society is open to anyone and includes archaeologists, historians and genealogists 
with a professional interest in the subject as well as libraries, collectors and ordinary people with a 
general interest in pipes.  The Society is a lively and friendly organisation that has members from 
around the World.  Why not join today and fi nd out why so many people have become fascinated 
with the subject?

SCPR Members, Whitby 2007

The Society appeals to a wide cross section of 
people, including professional archaeologists, 
amateur pipe enthusiasts, family historians, 

collectors and non-specialists.

To join the Society apply direct to the
SCPR Membership Secretary - Peter Hammond

17 Lady Bay Road, 
West Bridgford, Nottingham, 

NG2 5BJ, UK

Email: claypipepeter@aol.com

All other enquiries should be sent to the
SCPR Secretary - Libby Key

Rotherhurst, Woodlands Road,
Broseley, Shropshire,

TF12 5PU, UK

Email: libbykey@yahoo.com



the society for clay pipe research
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM  -  Please complete using BLOCK CAPITALS

(Membership can include one or more people living at the same address,
but sharing the two newsletters circulated annually)

Title:……   Surname: ………………………………………………  First Names:………………………………………………………

Mailing Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………… Post / Zip Code: ………………………….

Additional Information (optional)

Telephone Number: …………………………………… Email Address: …………………………………………………………………

Special Interests: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

From time to time SCPR produces a list of members’ contact details and interests, to enable the exchange of information between 
members.  This list is only circulated to other members of the Society and is not used for any other purpose.  If you do not wish some or 
all of your details to appear in this list, please put a cross against the type(s) of information that you do not wish to be circulated:

  
Name             Address               Telephone No.               Email                    Special Interests

Please return this form (or a copy of it), together with your subscription, to the Membership Secretary

Peter Hammond, 17 Lady Bay Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5BJ, UK  Email: claypipepeter@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP RATES AND PAYMENT DETAILS

(Please tick the appropriate box)

Join the current year at the following rates.  The student rate applies to anyone under the age of 16 or anyone over that age who is in full time 
education - proof of student status may be requested:

United Kingdom  Rest of Europe Rest of the World
 Full Member  £8.00 Full Member £9.00 Full Member £10.00

 Student £6.00 Student £7.00 Student £8.00

*** OR ***

*** SPECIAL OFFER ***

Become a member for the current year and include the previous two years newsletters (i.e. 6 issues in all) for the following amounts:

United Kingdom  Rest of Europe Rest of the World
 Full Member  £20.00 Full Member £22.50 Full Member £25.00

 Student £15.00 Student £17.00 Student £19.00

Please make your cheque/postal order payable to: The Society for Clay Pipe Research 

Please note that the Society cannot accept credit card payments, but PayPay payments are possible - please ask our Membership 
Secretary for details.


